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We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2002 !
How are you?  
Here is our 2001 news.  

We are now more than half way through our two-year project to relocate to beautiful Antigua, Guatemala.


Barbara & Tomas
After a holiday in Antigua, last year we bought a house there, but it took until April this year to sell our co-op in Manhattan, in which we lived for over 20 years.  We moved to a rental (very cleverly, even closer to the World Trade Center - only 2-1/2  short blocks away).  In May, we started building in Antigua. 


On September 11, we were at JFK, for the start of a long trip to Japan and China, when the two planes hit the World Trade Center.  Our kids had solid arrangements made to be fed and looked after, but we did not anticipate the events!   We had to rent a car, leave it in Brooklyn and walk to Manhattan, against the flow of thousands of people who were streaming out.  It took us all day to find Jenny and David, who were unharmed.  That day, phone services and  public transport ground to a halt and there were a lot of people  looking for their loved ones.


We could not return home for 10 days, although we were allowed into the area the first weekend to throw away the food that had melted in the freezer, stockpiled for the kids while we would be in China – there was no electricity.  We have a small garden, where we barbecued many meals and ate outdoors … after 9/11, it was covered in ash and papers from the WTC.   Even as we write, almost three months later, we still have no phones and no Internet; and “Ground Zero” continues to smolder and burn … emitting, on many days, an acrid smell and plenty of dust.
  
Our plan to move to Antigua is not caused by September 11,  but it certainly looks quite attractive now.  Antigua  is  a Spanish colonial city of “eternal Spring”, high in the mountains, with cobblestone streets, 

churches and monasteries,  visited by thousands of people who go to learn Spanish or explore Central America.  We bought a large house on one of the main streets between the ruins of a Spanish monastery and the main market.  The commercial front was rented to three businesses, but in the back, we have built this year, on schedule,  our new house with an “Antigueño” look, with a courtyard, a fountain, and stunning views of mountains and three volcanoes, one of which is almost always smoking.  It is built to San Francisco earthquake standards. In January 2002, we will demolish most of the commercial area and build a video store for Jennifer, an Internet café for Tomas, a set of offices for Barbara to operate and rent out, and four rental apartments.  Jenny is getting a large apartment of her own.  There will be a reading library and a courtyard for people to go online, read newspapers, have an espresso.  A guest apartment with kitchen and bath will be finished in mid-2002, so think about a holiday sometime in the future!!!!  It’s a charmingly cosmopolitan town with top-notch Italian, Chinese, Thai, French, Moroccan, Swiss and other restaurants, plenty of cultural events; it’s also close to a rain forest,  the Pacific coast, and two major Maya sites (Tikal and Copan).  We are  making new friends in Antigua and slowly learning Spanish. Barbara is still managing finances of several small companies in Manhattan. She worked for a season preparing people’s taxes and will  add tax preparation to her accounting business.  Tomas did consulting work for Reuters online training and worked on several website projects.  He  started work on an ambitious Antigua web supersite.   Last month, with a friend, he drove a 7,000 mile round trip to deliver decorator sinks, toilets and a hot water tank to the site.  

Big changes in 2002:  We plan to give up on Manhattan at the end of January.  Barbara and Jenny will move to Prattsville. Tomas will buy a tractor-trailer, and with a Guatemalan friend, move all our furniture down South (then sell the truck there).  He will live there and supervise the rest of the project and build the Antigua website, coming home often.    Barbara and Jenny will move to Antigua at the end of 2002.

Jennifer & David
Our children are doing well in local Manhattan schools. Jennifer (18) is at Murry Bergtraum high school, a few minutes’ walk from home. In February, she will start at the local school near Prattsville, in a special-ed program.  She is working this Fall in a school co-op program at a local hospital and afterschool for $$ at a local clothing store, gaining useful experience.   David (17) is still at Stuyvesant High School, 5 minutes by bike from home and working in an after-school program.  In January, he will move back to 145 Nassau Street,  into a sublet with friends, until his graduation in June.  He is still crazy about baseball.  David is hoping to get into a liberal arts college in the Fall of 2002, and has refined mom’s list of good colleges by overlaying on it a list of Division III baseball-playing schools. 

Weekends

We spend our weekends in the Catskills.  The Prattsville house is not on the market.  We can work there, and even better since 9/11, when this is our only home where we can be online.  In August we hosted the 5th fundraising dinner  for the local museum at our house, with Jenny and friends serving 60+ guests.  

Travel 

… many, many trips to Antigua this year.  A week with Sona in London and Wales, our exchange student daughter from 1999, who met us there from Armenia.  Trips to Jamaica, where we are still selling our house, and to grandparents in Delaware.  We are going to have 3 Christmases this year - Delaware before Christmas, Prattsville for Christmas and Germany right after.  Jenny again had  two camp weeks in the Adirondacks and David spent another month in Vitoria, in the Basque country, with his Spanish brother and exchange mom.      Guatemala again in February.

We are excited about our new plans.  Please tell us your news.

OUR BEST WISHES FOR 2002 !!! 
cernikovsky@hotmail.com
barbcern@hotmail.com
jennystar2@hotmail.com
harrycareyrules@hotmail.com
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